
 

 

The regular meeting of the Whitestown Zoning Board of Appeals was held at the Whitestown Town Hall, 8539 

Clark Mills Road, Whitesboro, New York on Tuesday, September 8, 2015. 

 

There were present:  Stephen Walthall, Chairperson; Joseph Bragg; Kevin Lansing; Raymond O’Connor, Jr.; 

and Phil Husted. 

 

Absent:  Jordan Ross. 

 

Also present were:  Matt Getchell; Donna Getchell; Gail A. Geer; Jim Lenahan; Frank Jubis; and Sherry R. 

Chowaniec. 

 

Chairman Walthall opened the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Raymond O’Connor, Jr., the minutes from the July 14, 

2015 meeting were approved as written; all present were in favor. 

 

1. In regard to the application of Matthew Herron, 7846 Clark Mills Road, Whitesboro, Town of 

Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building (garage).  This 

area is zoned R-100, and the proposed construction of the accessory building (garage) exceeds the 

allowable number of accessory buildings, exceeds the allowable height and exceeds the allowable 

percentage of building to land (2%):  No one was present for this application.  It was adjourned to next 

month’s meeting. 

 

2. In regard to the application of Gail A. Geer, 5042 Westmoreland Road, Whitesboro, Town of 

Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building (storage shed).  

This area is zoned R-100, and the proposed construction of the accessory building (storage shed) 

exceeds the allowable number of accessory buildings and exceeds the allowable height: 

Ms. Geer provided new specs with the revised height at 12’ in the new plans.  Ms. Geer stated she has an 

unattached garage because of a former well location.  They have since dug another well.  There is no 

entry on that side of the house (bedroom side).  The storage shed will be used for equipment that is 

currently being stored the garage.  She also provided letters of support from her next door neighbors on 

both sides.  Ms. Geer provided a site location plan completed by an architect.  The proposed building 

will be 24’ x 24’ x 12’ (12’ enclosed and 12’ for outside storage).  She confirmed there will be no 

electrical and no plumbing.  Chairman Walthall reviewed the criteria for an Area Variance. 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Joseph Bragg, the application was granted for an 

Area Variance for construction of an accessory building (storage shed) as an additional accessory 

building subject to the terms and conditions of the submitted, revised (height) application.  All were in 

favor; the motion was carried. 
 

3. In regard to the application of Matthew Getchell, 14 Old Valley Road, Whitesboro, Town of 

Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building (storage shed).  

This area is zoned R-200, and the proposed construction of the accessory building (storage shed) 

exceeds the allowable number of accessory buildings, exceeds the allowable height and exceeds the 

allowable percentage of building to land (2%): 

Mr. Getchell stated he currently has a block garage that is detached from the house, and it is not feasible 

to attach it to the house.  The house was built prior to the R-200 designation.  Mr. Getchell provided 

pictures showing the structures.  One of the structures became an open lean-to and came down 

approximately two years ago.  That is the location where he wants to place the building.  Phil Husted 

stated he has to look at flood maps and the environmental overlay.  Chairman Walthall asked for 

clarification on if we should proceed if there is a possibility of Mr. Getchell having to return due to this 



 

 

issue.  We proceeded.  Mr. Getchell provided more pictures of the creek/property line and drainage 

ditch.  The prior existing structure was 5’ from the property line.  The proposed structure will be 6’ to 8’ 

off the property line.  This is not a grandfathered issue.  R-200 requires 50’ front; 20’ side; 10’ rear.  

Discussion followed with regard to the ordinance.  Phil stated the written word of the ordinance says if it 

is in the rear lot, it is 5’, and that is what he has been going by. 

Chairman Walthall asked the neighbors (live on the side of the proposed building) if they had any issues, 

and they answered that they did not.  Phil stated upon review, the shed location is just out of the flood 

plain, so that is not an issue.  Discussion continued with side yard as opposed to rear yard location.  

Chairman Walthall asked Mr. Getchell for clarification of how far the structure would be from the 

neighbor’s lot line.  Mr. Getchell stated it will be 5’ to 8’.  Mr. Getchell stated he has a walk-in 

basement door to the house and walkway that will be impacted if they have to move the location of the 

proposed building.  There is a general downgrade in the back yard with a steeper slope in the far back.  

Chairman Walthall expressed his concern of the building being so close to the lot line and suggested it 

be 8’ from the lot line.  Mr. Getchell stated he can do that, and the neighbors agreed to the proposal.  Joe 

Bragg asked if it could be located on the other side of the property, but Mr. Getchell stated there is bad 

drainage, it isn’t level, and it will be no further down the yard due to the Oriskany Creek.  Chairman 

Walthall reviewed the percentage of building to land.  The height was revised from 15’ to 13.5’, but he 

is asking for 15’ in case of necessary revisions.  There will be one overhead door and one walk-through 

door.  It will be accessible from the front yard.  There will be no driveway, only lawn.  It will be used 

for storage only.  Chairman Walthall reviewed the criteria for an Area Variance. 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Raymond O’Connor, the application was granted 

for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building (storage shed) with the further 

requirement that the building be no less than 8’ from the southwest side lot line, subject to the terms and 

conditions of the submitted application.  Kevin Lansing asked for clarification of the 15’; it is included 

in the plans.  All were in favor; the motion was carried. 

 

This portion of the meeting was closed at 8:15 p.m. 

 

We received a letter from Carbone Auto requesting to be added to the agenda on tonight’s meeting for 

discussion of a proposal.  Chairman Walthall stated that we cannot proceed until an application is received on 

their proposal in order to meet the public meeting legal requirement. 

 

There being no further business, Chairman Walthall moved to adjourn the meeting; Kevin Lansing seconded it; 

all were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deborah M. Gibbs 

Secretary 


