
 

 

The regular meeting of the Whitestown Zoning Board of Appeals was held at the Whitestown 

Town Hall, 8539 Clark Mills Road, Whitesboro, New York on Tuesday, June 9, 2015. 

 

There were present:  Stephen Walthall, Chairperson; Joseph Bragg; Kevin Lansing; Raymond 

O’Connor, Jr. (at 7:40 p.m.); Jordan Ross; and Phil Husted. 

 

Absent:  None. 

 

Also present were:  Sean Porta; George Acee; Patricia Wilson; and Richard Kupiec. 

 

Chairman Walthall opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Joseph Bragg, the minutes from the May 

12, 2015 meeting were approved as written; all present were in favor (Raymond O’Connor was 

not present until after the motion was approved). 

 

1. In regard to the application of Patricia Wilson, 49 Ashwood Ave, Whitesboro, Town of 

Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building 

(storage shed).  This area is zoned R-80, and the proposed construction of the accessory 

building (storage shed) exceeds the allowable number of accessory buildings and exceeds 

the allowable accessory building lot coverage (percentage of building to land): 

The drawing provided was not a plot plan drawn to scale.  The building will be an 84 

Lumber shed they will build themselves.  It will be 12’x 16’ x 11’.  Jordan Ross showed 

the house location and the backyard from his cell phone.  Lot lines were reviewed.  Mrs. 

Wilson is short 15 square feet of the total footprint (1836 rather than the allowable 1821).  

The shed will be used for storage.  She is trying to use the garage for her car instead of 

for the snowblower, etc.  The shed is considered the second accessory building as the 

garage is not attached.  Chairman Walthall reviewed the criteria. 

 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Kevin Lansing, the application was 

granted for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building (shed) not to 

exceed 12’ x 16’ x 11’ subject to the terms and conditions of the submitted application.  

Mrs. Wilson provided a deed in her new married name.  All were in favor; the motion 

was carried. 

 

2. In regard to the application of Sean Porta, 6 Samoset Drive, Whitesboro, Town of 

Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of a covered deck.  This 

area is zoned R-80, and the proposed construction of the covered deck exceeds the 

allowable accessory building lot coverage (percentage of building to land): 

Mr. Porta stated he is proposing to build a covered deck which will extend the shed.  It 

will be open on two sides with the shed and fence/wall of some sort on the other two 

sides.  Chairman Walthall opened the discussion up to the public.  Neighbor, George 

Acee, stated he lives directly behind Mr. Porta.  He said that over the past ten years, Sean 

has made a lot of improvements including the house is now a two-family, a shed was 

added and a pool was added.  Mr. Acee said he is worried about his property values 

decreasing.  A discussion followed regarding the view Mr. Acee has and will have with 



 

 

the proposed covered deck.  Also included in the discussion was a reminder of a previous 

meeting on the variance request for the current shed.  Chairman Walthall informed Mr. 

Acee that the ZBA does not handle codes violations and that if he thinks there is one, he 

should contact Codes Enforcement Officer, Phil Husted.  Mr. Porta stated he proposes a 

new vinyl fence, tan in color, to replace the old fence.  He said he wants to build a 

pavilion.  A three-season room has been added since the house was originally built.  Mr. 

Acee stated the whole house looks like a compound and reiterated his concerns about it 

harming his property values.  The original property owner and builder, Richard Kupiec, 

was also present.  He stated his concerns of the value of the lots being negatively affected 

and that it is not appealing to the development.  Chairman Walthall reviewed his 

calculations of the proposed covered deck.  With the addition of the 12/ x 20’ pavilion, it 

would produce 480 square feet which is equivalent to 3% as opposed to the allowable 

2%.  Mr. Acee challenged the square footage calculations.  Chairman Walthall requested 

Phil Husted obtain the 20% calculation to include the three-season room.  Chairman 

Walthall adjourned this matter to the July meeting in order to obtain more information.  

He also welcomed others to provide solid documentation to opinions of property values.  

Mr. Acee stated that if it ends up being only the 1%, he will not have a problem with it. 

 

There being no further business, Chairman Walthall moved to adjourn the meeting; Raymond 

O’Connor, Jr. seconded it; all were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deborah M. Gibbs 

Secretary 


