
 

 

The regular meeting of the Whitestown Zoning Board of Appeals was held at the Whitestown 

Town Hall, 8539 Clark Mills Road, Whitesboro, New York on Tuesday, August 12, 2014. 

 

There were present:  Stephen Walthall, Chairperson; Joseph Bragg; Kevin Lansing; Raymond 

O’Connor, Jr.; Jordan Ross; and Phil Husted. 

 

Also present was/were: Todd Burt; Jim Rounds; John Jweid; Tom Zalocha; and Mr. and 

Mrs. Michael Ferguson. 

 

Chairman Walthall opened the meeting at 7:29 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion by Joseph Bragg and second by Kevin Lansing, the minutes from the June 10, 

2014 meeting were approved as written; all were in favor. 

 

1. In regard to the application of TOJOSC, Inc./Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 112 Building 

Corp., 110 Dry Road, Oriskany, Town of Whitestown, New York, for a Use Variance for 

Union offices and classrooms.  This area is zoned A-M Airport Manufacturing District, 

and the proposed use of the building is not an acceptable use under the Code: 

Chairman Walthall read the Use Variance requirements language.  He stated his 

understanding is that there are only two permitted uses in the AM district, 

Agricultural/Farming or Warehouse/Storage.  Since the proposed use of the building does 

not fit either category, a Use Variance is required.  The current use of the building is 

office space.  The intended use of the building will include office space.  Chairman 

Walthall stated that on 8/26/2009, MTC Apparatus, Inc. went before the Planning Board 

and requested a Site Plan Review/Change of Use for a storage and office facility.  A Use 

Variance would not be needed if the property in question got a Site Plan Review.  

However, representatives stated they did go before the Planning Board and were told they 

needed a Use Variance.  Chairman Walthall stated we are bound by what the ordinance 

says.  If the Planning Board set it to ZBA saying it cannot be a Site Plan Review, all three 

categories in the Use Variance requirements will need to be met.  This must be done in an 

open, public forum.  Phil Husted stated he worked step by step with Monica Heath, the 

attorney for the proposed Purchaser, listing each requirement.  A suggestion was made 

that they could go in front of the Town Board asking for a change in the AM District.  It 

was stated that the Planning Board is requiring an updated Master Plan before they will 

change it.  Chairman Walthall encouraged the participants to go back to their attorneys 

and get the three specific answers.  Therefore, this application was adjourned to next 

month. 

 

2. In regard to the application of Michael Ferguson, 138 Westmoreland Road, Whitesboro, 

Town of Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory 

building (two-stall garage).  This area is zoned R-80, and the proposed construction of the 

accessory building exceeds the allowable height and the allowable square footage of an 

accessory building: 

Mr. Ferguson stated he needs a garage to house his two pickup trucks, cars, lawn 

equipment, power tools, etc.  One neighbor stated they had no issue as long as the garage 

was not too much higher than the house.  Discussion was held with regard to the size of 



 

 

the building.  It was clarified that it was not as large as the picture on the brochure.  Mrs. 

Ferguson stated the two lots have been combined into one.  There will be a 12/4 pitch of 

roof with a one inch overhang on each side.  It will have metal siding.  It will be a two-

stall, single story building.  Jordan Ross asked for clarification of the size.  It will be 28’ 

x 32’ x 14’6”.  Maps were reviewed.  Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson provided pictures of the 

proposed location.  It was clarified that they need to be 30’ back from the highway 

boundary. 

 

Upon a motion by Kevin Lansing and second by Jordan Ross, the application was 

granted for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building to be 28’ x 32’ x 

14’8” subject to the terms and conditions of the submitted application; Phil Husted asked 

for an amendment to read, “to be placed in the side yard.”  Discussion followed with 

regard to the roof height to include the panel height plus eave allowance.  Chairman 

Walthall read the criteria and stated he was satisfied all five issues were addressed.  All 

were in favor; the motion was carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Deborah M. Gibbs 

Secretary 


