
 

 

The regular meeting of the Whitestown Zoning Board of Appeals was held at the Whitestown 

Town Hall, 8539 Clark Mills Road, Whitesboro, New York on Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 

 

There were present:  Stephen Walthall, Chairperson; Joseph Bragg; Kevin Lansing; and Phil 

Husted. 

 

Absent:  Raymond O’Connor, Jr. and Jordan Ross; 

 

Also present was/were: Jim Vanderwood; Darlene Vanderwood; Brian Snyder; Sharon 

Snyder; Jay Snow; Jennifer Snow; Evelyn Houghton; Larry Houghton; Mike Sciortino; 

Rosemary Sciortino; Amanda Houghton; and Daniel Houghton. 

 

Chairman Walthall opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Chairman Walthall made an announcement that we have a quorum with three members present; 

however, New York State requires we have a majority agree, so that would mean we would need 

a positive vote from all three members present.  Therefore, he afforded each applicant the 

opportunity to adjourn their application to next month’s meeting.  He allowed them time to 

consider the opportunity while we took care of last month’s meeting minutes.  When we 

resumed, all applicants agreed to go ahead with their applications. 

 

Upon a motion by Kevin Lansing and second by Chairman Walthall, the minutes from the April 

8, 2014 meeting were approved as written; all were in favor. 

 

1. In regard to the application of Darlene & Jim Vanderwood, 5123 Westmoreland Road, 

Whitesboro, Town of Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of 

an accessory building.  This area is zoned R-100, and the proposed construction of the 

accessory building exceeds the allowable percentage of building to land and exceeds the 

height allowance: 

Mr. and Mrs. Vanderwood built a garage in 2007.  They would like to add to that garage 

to be used as storage.  It will all be one building.  They propose to make it a two-stall 

garage with storage in the back.  It will be 2’ shorter than the current height.  Discussion 

followed with regard to clarifications of the figures they presented.  Chairman Walthall 

shared a letter received from a neighbor, Elizabeth Warner.  Chairman Walthall asked for 

assurances that there will be no adverse effects on groundwater.  It was shared that Ms. 

Warner’s house next door is currently vacant, and she had trees cut down.  Joseph Bragg 

asked about the concrete slab.  It will be a foot below then tapered up.  Al Zangrilli will 

be the architect.  They are adding a gravel driveway with no plans to pave.  Mr. and Mrs. 

Vanderwood provided photos.  There will be a double-wide door.  Chairman Walthall 

reviewed the variance requirements.  Chairman Walthall stated that the Vanderwoods 

have previously been granted a variance for greater height.  

 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Kevin Lansing, the application was 

granted for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building in strict 

compliance with plans as submitted allowing a height of 13’ 5” or the height of the 

existing structure; Joseph Bragg clarified that this was an addition to an accessory 



 

 

building and not an additional accessory building; All were in favor; the motion was 

carried. 

 

2. In regard to the application of Larry & Eve Houghton., 17 Oakdale Circle, Whitesboro, 

Town of Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory 

building.  This area is zoned R-80, and the proposed construction of the accessory 

building exceeds the allowable number of accessory: 

Mr. and Mrs. Houghton stated they have a house and a garage they use.  They want to 

add a 12’ x 18’ accessory building.  No plans were submitted for the proposed structure.  

Chairman Walthall stated we need to know exactly what the structure will look like.  Mr. 

Houghton stated they were not told they needed to bring plans to the meeting.  Chairman 

Walthall clarified that we need to know the proposed location of the structure, how many 

doors, etc.  It is requested to be drawn to scale.  Mr. Houghton stated it will be 2’ x 6” off 

the ground.  It will be 12’ x 18” with a garage door on the side.  They drew a picture on 

the diagram they provided.  The exact location is as follows:  The Southeast corner of the 

lot; 12’ on the Southwest side; 18’ on the Southeast side; 20’ off the side lot line; no 

closer than 10’ from the rear lot line.  In addition, it will be 2’ x 4” construction with ½” 

sheaving and will be 12’ high.  Chairman Walthall read the requirements of the 

ordinance. 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Joseph Bragg, the application was 

granted for an Area Variance for construction of an additional accessory building as 

described in the above minutes subject to the terms and conditions of the submitted 

application; Joseph Bragg asked for a reading of the dimensions; All were in favor; the 

motion was carried. 

 

3. In regard to the application of Jay L. Snow, 28 Bermuda Road, Whitesboro, Town of 

Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an in-ground pool.  

This area is zoned R-80, and the proposed construction of the in-ground pool does not 

meet the side/rear lot requirements: 

Mr. Snow stated that since the drawing was completed, they have taken down the above-

ground pool and the deck.  They provided pictures.  They also provided a letter from all 

four neighbors that border their property stating they have no issue with the request. 

Discussion followed with regard to the placement of the pool.  It will be 6’ from the 

dwelling and 15’ from one corner.  Phil Husted clarified the 6’ as being a “6’ fall zone” 

that has nothing to do with the foundation.  Mr. Snow plans to enclose the entire 

backyard tying into the neighbor’s fence.  They presented a new preferred proposed 

location.  It is an odd-shaped lot.  They hired Jeff Duda to find their property stakes.  Side 

and rear are required to be 15’.  They need up to 8’ on one side and 4’ 6” on the rear side.  

Chairman Walthall read the requirements of the ordinance.  He stated the lot is not pie-

shaped as someone bit off the end of the pie. 

 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Kevin Lansing, the application was 

granted for an Area Variance for construction of an in-ground pool subject to the terms 

and conditions of the application with a side variance of 8’ and a rear variance of 4’ 6”; 

Phil Husted asked about the pump placement; Chairman Walthall amended the Motion to 

provide for the contingency that all pool equipment is placed on the interior rather than 



 

 

the exterior lot line; Mr. Snow stated the electrical contractor will not allow that.  He is 

making them move the air conditioning unit as he deemed it too close to the water’s edge; 

He proposed to have it put near the corner of the house.  Discussion followed with regard 

to placement of the pump and heater.  The neighbors have only one window on the 

second floor and none on the lower level.  Chairman Walthall withdrew the addition and 

went back to the original Motion.  Joseph Bragg added the installation has to be made 

according to electrical codes; All were in favor; the motion was carried. 

 

 

4. In regard to the application of Brian Snyder, 5598 Old Judd Road, Oriskany, Town of 

Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building 

(garage).  This area is zoned R-200, and the proposed construction of the accessory 

building exceeds the allowable number of accessory buildings and exceeds the height 

allowance: 

Joseph Bragg stated this lot confuses him.  Chairman Walthall clarified that an old map 

was provided.  The proposed accessory building will be 24’ x 24’ and includes siding, 

doors and windows.  They have a little over three acres.  The height will be 13’ 10”.  The 

Accessory Building Code states it should be in the rear; this will be in the side yard.  It 

will be a detached garage.  If they attached it to the house, it would need to be a full-frost 

foundation.  There are fire insurance benefits if it is separate from the house.  The 

existing accessory building is a barn.  Chairman Walthall read the requirements of the 

ordinance. 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Joseph Bragg, the application was 

granted for an Area Variance for construction of an accessory building subject to the 

terms and conditions of the application with the height not to exceed 14’; All were in 

favor; the motion was carried. 

 

Discussion followed with regard to the ZBA Application checklist.  Chairman Walthall will 

revised the checklist and email it the members for review. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Deborah M. Gibbs 

Secretary 


