
 

 

The regular meeting of the Whitestown Zoning Board of Appeals was held at the Whitestown 

Town Hall, 8539 Clark Mills Road, Whitesboro, New York on Tuesday, July 17, 2012. 

 

There were present:  Stephen Walthall, Chairperson; Joseph Bragg; John Fadrowski; Kevin 

Lansing; and Phil Husted. 

Absent:  Raymond O’Connor, Jr.. 

 

Also present were:  Walter Pratt, Esq., David Salsberg, George Sisley, Martin Herthum, Gary 

Wereszynski, Nancy Wereszynski, Scott Mathews, and Karie Mathews. 

 

Chairman Walthall opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion by Chairman Walthall and second by Joseph Bragg, the minutes from the June 

19, 2012 meeting were approved as written; all were in favor. 

 

1. In regard to the application of David Sherline, Oneida Builders, Inc., End of Greenacres 

Drive, Whitesboro, Town of Whitestown, New York, for an Area Variance for 

construction of a single-family residence.  This area is zoned R-80, and the proposed 

construction of the single-family residence is in violation of the Zoning Ordinance as it 

does not meet the public sewer and public water requirements, and it does not meet the 

required frontage: 

Mr. Sherline was regrettably unable to make tonight’s meeting due to a last-minute 

business meeting that could not be postponed.  Attorney Walter Pratt represented Mr. 

Sherline.  Mr. Pratt stated the property is currently owned by Oneida Builders, Inc.  It is 

one parcel of property consisting of 48.2 acres.  The proposal is for Mr. Sherline to 

construct a one-family residence.  He is also considering selling some of the property to 

property owners on Evergreen Lane and on Brett’s Way that adjoin the property.  The 

current owner is selling the property as one parcel.  Mr. Sherline is not planning on 

developing the property.  He will maintain a right-of-way off Mary Street.  He will need 

to have his own well/water source and septic system.  The Water Authority informed him 

that he could not go back further than 100’ from Green Acres Drive as the property is 

above the water line and would produce low water pressure unless something is done 

such as a separate line/septic pump.  There is an approved booster to boost pressure, but 

the pressure would only be 50 or 60 lbs.  Discussion followed with regard to how this 

application was made to the ZBA.  Mr. Sherline put a contingency in his purchase 

proposal that he be allowed to build a one-family residence.  Highway Superintendent Sal 

Granato told Mr. Sherline that he would need to construct a hammerhead turnaround that 

would have to be deeded to the Town.  This will provide 120’ road frontage eliminating 

the need for a frontage variance.  Chairman Walthall opened the meeting up to the public 

to view the proposed plans.  Gary Wereszynski, Brett’s Way, voiced his concern 

regarding the placement of any septic tanks and/or leach fields.  He questioned why they 

can’t hook up to the sewer and water in one of the nearby developments.  The question 

arose if Mr. Sherline would be allowed to develop the property in the future even if he 

has no current plan to.  Only the Town Board could change the R-80 status.  Phil Husted 

clarified the Town’s situation regarding sewer.  The Town is allotted so many “sewer 

credits”.  The credits are allotted to requests for same.  This proposal does not have any 



 

 

credits, and if the Town has used up all the credits allotted, Mr. Sherline would have to 

purchase any credits he would need.  Marty Herthum spoke about the concern for the 

water pressure being not so much a concern for the home owner as it would be for the fire 

department should there be a fire.  He stated that all the houses on Brett’s Way are 

hooked up to water, but the newer houses need to have larger water hookups due to lower 

pressure.  There are a number of ways to get sanitary sewer to the house.  Scott and Karie 

Mathews, Brett’s Way, stated they have pretty much the same concerns.  They are 

interested in purchasing more property so they wouldn’t have to look at the hammerhead.  

They are hoping the tree line will be maintained.  Dave Salsberg, Wilcox Road, stated he 

has an older house and has low water pressure problems.  Attorney Pratt stated that Mr. 

Sherline does not want to do anything that will decrease water pressure.  George Sisley, 

Evergreen Lane, stated that his water pressure varies and that the Water Board told him 

they cannot keep the nearby water tank filled. 

 

Chairman Walthall stated that the biggest problem he has is that there is not enough 

information about the lack of water and sewer, and he does not know the specific location 

of the proposed residence.  He would like to see correspondence from the water board 

clarifying the water issue.  He would also like to see a plot plan drawn to scale indicating 

where the house, septic and well will go.  The frontage requirement goes away if the 

hammerhead is constructed, but he will need to see the exact placement.   

 

The application was adjourned for one month. 

 

It was clarified that if pieces of the property are sold to adjoining property owners, it is 

not subdividing but rather an administrative approval process requiring a lot line 

adjustment. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deborah M. Gibbs 

Secretary 


